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Year Groups:  
1 & 2 

Term: 
Spring  

Theme: Castles 

Curriculum Objectives Links to English and 
Maths 

History  objectives: 

 To be taught about the lives of significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to 
compare aspects of life in different periods. 

 To be taught about significant historical events, people and places in their own 
locality. 

 To know where the people and events fit within a chronological framework  

 To ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources 
to show that they know and understand key features of events 

 To understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify 
different ways in which it is represented 

Geography  objectives: 

 To use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features ( including: 
beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 
season and weather) and key human features ( including: city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop) 

 To use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic 
human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic 
symbols in a key 

DT objectives: 

 To design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and other 
users based on design criteria  

 To generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking, 
drawing, templates, mock-ups and, where appropriate, information and 
communication technology 

 To select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks 
[for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing]  

 To select from and use a wide range of materials and components, including 
construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their characteristics 

 To explore and evaluate a range of existing products  

 To evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria 

 To build structures, exploring how they can be made stronger, stiffer and more 
stable  

 To explore and use mechanisms [for example, levers, sliders, wheels and axles], in 
their products. 

Art objectives: 

 To use a range of materials creatively to design and make products  

 To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination  

 To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and space  

 To talk about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing 
the differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and 
making links to their own work. 

Music objectives: 

 To listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and 
recorded music 

 
 

English: 

 To think about, ask 
and write relevant 
questions which 
lead into research  

 To find answers to 
questions using 
non-fiction books 

 To identify past 
tense – regular and 
irregular spelling 
patterns 

 To write a 
newspaper report  

 To follow/write 
instructions  
 

Maths: 

 To measure 
accurately 

 To recognise and 
use 2D shapes 

 



TOPIC CURRICULUM PLANNING 

  
PAGE 2 

 
  

Science objectives: 

 To identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including 
wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses  

 To find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be 
changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching.  

Computing objectives: 

 To use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve 
digital content 

PSHE/RSE objectives: 

 To judge what kind of physical contact is acceptable, comfortable or uncomfortable 
and how to respond. 

 To know the difference between secrets and surprises and the importance of not 
keeping a secret that makes them feel uncomfortable, worried or afraid. 

 Know what constitutes a healthy lifestyle including the benefits of physical activity, 
rest, healthy eating and dental health. 

 Recognise what they like and dislike and know how to make choices that improve 
their physical and emotional health and recognise that choices can have good and 
bad consequences. 

 Understand about getting enough sleep 
RE objectives: 

 To understand what commitment means to us and to Muslims by knowing about 
how Muslims pray 5 times a day 

 To retell the Easter story and to understand what the Jesus’ resurrection means to 
Christians 

PE objectives: 

 To perform movements with basic control and coordination, linking them together 
 
Useful websites 
 
Castles 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SafKm0tsSOw  - Harry Potter clip of the first look at Hogwarts (Alnwick Castle); 

http://www.castlexplorer.co.uk/  - Exploring castles in the U.K;  

http://www.timeref.com/castles/castindx.htm  - Medieval Castle Timeline;  

http://www.timeref.com/3dindex.htm – 3D Virtual Reconstructions; 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/castles/timeline.htm  - Early Castle Timeline; http://www.timeref.com/castles/castpart.htm  - 

Features of a medieval castle; http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/lesson_plans/anglo-saxon/normans_lp_hoh_castles.pdf   

images of Motte and Bailey Castles and instructions on how to make a castle. 

 

William the Conqueror 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks1-castles-and-knights-william-the-conqueror/zmj9g7h 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-anglo-saxons-1066-hastings/zkvxxyc  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfBZuo2Jcwc – Meet William the Conqueror and King Harold 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jhqrpTpoGHk – A Young Person’s Guide to the Battle of Hastings 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b05y0mzt/horrible-histories-series-6-3-wicked-william-the-conqueror-special  (You need a BBC iPlayer 

account for this episode) 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/William-I/476339  

 

Bayeux Tapestry 

https://www.readingmuseum.org.uk/collections/britains-bayeux-tapestry  

https://www.bayeuxmuseum.com/en/the-bayeux-tapestry/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SafKm0tsSOw
http://www.castlexplorer.co.uk/
http://www.timeref.com/castles/castindx.htm
http://www.timeref.com/3dindex.htm
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/castles/timeline.htm
http://www.timeref.com/castles/castpart.htm
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/lesson_plans/anglo-saxon/normans_lp_hoh_castles.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks1-castles-and-knights-william-the-conqueror/zmj9g7h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-anglo-saxons-1066-hastings/zkvxxyc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfBZuo2Jcwc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jhqrpTpoGHk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b05y0mzt/horrible-histories-series-6-3-wicked-william-the-conqueror-special
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/William-I/476339
https://www.readingmuseum.org.uk/collections/britains-bayeux-tapestry
https://www.bayeuxmuseum.com/en/the-bayeux-tapestry/
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Lesson Subject
/s 

Learning Outcomes  Lesson Subject
/s 

Learning Outcomes 

1 

En
gl

is
h

/ 
H

is
to

ry
 Observe, Wonder, Infer (intro to castles) 

I can describe what I see in an image 
I can say what I already know about castles 
and use my own experience to make a 
guess about what I don’t know 
I can ask/write subject-relevant questions  

7 

G
eo

gr
ap

h
y 

 

Defending a castle: physical land 
features 
I can identify physical features of land 
including, cliff, forest, hill, sea, river and 
valley 
I can understand the advantages and 
disadvantages of building on or near 
certain land features 

2 

H
is

to
ry

 

The Battle of Hastings 
I can say who invaded England 
I can say where the main battle between 
William and Harold took place  
I can say how the first UK castles came 
about 

8 

H
is

to
ry

 /
 D

T 

Attacking a Castle 
I can recall the two main ways to attack 
a castle (with force, breaking down 
defences / laying a siege) 
I can draw my weapon neatly 
I can choose appropriate materials  
I can label my weapon 

3 A
rt

 

The Bayeux Tapestry 
I can use a pencil/pen with control to make 
a line drawing 
I can use varying degrees of pressure to 
make faint and bold lines  
I can create blocks of colour using 
watercolours 
I can use shading techniques to create 
patterns and textures 

9 D
T 

Investigating wheels and axles/making 
a product (whole day) 
I can identify a fixed or rotating axle 
I can make a fixed or rotating axle 
I can join materials 
I can make a model that matches my 
intentions 
I can say what went well or could be 
improved 

4 

H
is

to
ry

/D
T 

Motte and Bailey/Stone Keep Castles 
I can make a model of a Motte and Bailey 
Castle / Stone Keep Castle, considering the 
key features 
I can use a range of materials, including 
sand safely 
I can take aerial photographs of my castle 
models and compare the physical features 
with real castles 
I can recall the two types of castle that 
William built 
I can say which castle was easier to build 
and defend 

10 

H
is

to
ry

 

Life and jobs in a medieval castle 
I can perform in role     
I can recall some of the people who lived 
in a medieval castle 
I can name some of the different jobs in 
a medieval castle 
I can say who was powerful in medieval 
times 

5 

H
is

to
ry

 

Key external features of a Castle 
I can recall some of the key external 
features of a castle 
I can explain their significance in helping to 
defend a castle 
 

11 

H
is

to
ry

 

The Life of a Knight 
I can record the stages a boy went 
through to become a knight 
I can talk about a knight’s job in 
medieval society 
I can label a knight’s armour 

6 

G
eo

gr
ap

h
y 

Castles built on hills 
I can identify land features, like hills and 
cliffs 
I can explain the advantages of building a 
castle on a hill 
I can explain the disadvantages of building a 
castle on a hill 

12 

D
T/

A
rt

 

Medieval Shields 
I can choose a template to work with 
I can select colours, lines and shapes 
from a given set 
I can paint lines and shapes using chosen 
colours and say what they represent 
I can choose an animal charge to 
represent certain qualities about myself 
I can evaluate my shield and heraldic 
code 

  



TOPIC CURRICULUM PLANNING 

  
PAGE 4 

 
  

Lesson Subject
/s 

Learning Outcomes Lesson Subject/
s 

Learning Outcomes 

13 A
rt

 
Paul Klee’s Castle and Sun 
I can use 2D shapes to recreate a Paul 
Klee image 
I can draw bold lines and colour within 
the shapes 
I can add a watercolour wash  
I can evaluate my work 

20 R
SE

 

I know that there are different types of 
touch 
I understand that people need personal 
space 
I understand that some touches are unsafe 
and know how to respond to these 

14 

M
u

si
c 

&
 D

an
ce

 

Medieval Dance 
I can respond to a musical stimuli 
I can perform a range of movement 
patterns 
I can coordinate my movements with 
other people in a large group 
I can learn and perform a simple dance in 
the medieval style with an awareness of 
the audience 

21 R
SE

 

I know what a secret is  
I know what a surprise is 
I know can tell someone is I am asked to 
keep something secret that makes me feel 
uncomfortable, worried or afraid 

15 

C
ro

ss
-c

u
rr

ic
u

la
r 

 

Medieval Day 
I can participate in role as a medieval 
character 
I can wash my hands before preparing 
food safely 
I can follow medieval music to perform a 
range of dance movements in a group 
setting 
I can socialise with my friends and share 
food/drink 
I can  try new things (Pottage/’Mead’) 
and describe it 
I can behave sensibly in play and around a 
camp fire 

22 
P

SH
E 

I can talk about what happens to my body 
when I exercise 
I know why it is important to exercise 
I know about different food groups and that 
food gives us energy 
I can tell you different foods that are healthy 
and not so healthy  
I know that it is important to be emotionally 
healthy 

16 

Sc
ie

n
ce

 

I can explain what three different materials 
can be used for 
I can group similar uses of materials 
together 
I can make observations 
I can record what I can see to help me 
answer a question 

23 

P
SH

E 

I can explain why sleep is important for a 
healthy lifestyle 
I can describe how to keep my teeth healthy  
I know how to take care of my personal 
hygiene and how this prevents illness 

17 

Sc
ie

n
ce

 

I can explain why different materials can be 
used to make the same object 
I can tell you which properties make 
materials suitable/unsuitable for different 
purposes 

24 

C
o

m
p

u
ti

n
g 

 

I can log onto a chrome book  
I can select a background  
I can use a keyboard to type in a given 
word to search for a picture  
I can change the size of a picture stamp  
I can save my work 

18 

Sc
ie

n
ce

 

I can tell you four ways the shapes of some 
objects can be changed 

25 

C
o

m
p

u
ti

n
g 

 

I can find and open saved work in ‘Mix’ J2 
launch  
I can add text to my creation 
I can change text colour, size and font 
I can save my work   

19 

Sc
ie

n
ce

 

I can demonstrate four ways to change the 
shape of some objects 

26 

C
o

m
p

u
ti

n
g 

 

I can make a new file in ‘Animate’ J2 
launch   
I can use basic tools to draw a 3-8 pictures  
I can playback my animation and change 
the speed to suit me  
I can record sound using the internal 
microphone    
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Lesson Subject
/s 

Learning Outcomes Lesson Subject/
s 

Learning Outcomes 

27 R
E 

I can describe some of the things Muslims 
chose to do to show respect for God.  
I can give reasons why I think certain things 
are more or less important for Muslims to 
do to show they respect God. 

  

 

28 R
E 

I can remember some things about Muslim 
prayer 
I can start to think about how praying 5 
times a day might help in some ways more 
than others. 

  

 

29 R
E 

I can describe the Muslim prayer routine 
and explain how they believe this helps 
them in their everyday lives. 
I can decide on 3 way Muslims might be 
helped in their everyday lives by praying 5 
times a day, and can explain my reason for 
one of these. 

  

 

30 R
E 

I can tell you about the Christian belief in 
Jesus’ resurrection and start to explain why 
this is so important to them  
I know that an Easter egg and hot cross bun 
are Easter symbols 
I can show my own way of symbolising new 
life 

  

 

31 R
E 

I can recall what Christians believe 
happened on Easter Sunday 
I can talk about what I think happened to 
Jesus 
I can start to suggest a different explanation 
as to what happened to Jesus after the 
empty tomb  
I can offer my opinion 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


