
Year Group: 3 Term: Spring 1 

& 2 

Theme: Natural Disasters 

Curriculum Objectives: 

Geography 
Describe and understand key aspects of: 
Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

• Locate places in the world where volcanoes occur.  

• Understand and be able to communicate in different ways the cause of volcanoes and the process that occurs before a volcano erupts. 

• Use the language of rivers e.g. erosion, deposition, transportation.  

• Explain and present the process of rivers, earthquakes, volcanoes  

• Draw diagrams, produce writing and use the correct vocabulary  
Science 
Planning different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, including recognising and controlling variables where necessary 

• Raise their own relevant questions about the world around them 

• Should be given a range of scientific experiences including different types of science enquiries to answer questions 

• Start to make their own decisions about the most appropriate type of scientific enquiry they might use to answer questions 
Taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and precision, taking repeat readings when appropriate 

• Make systematic and careful observations 

• Help to make decisions about what observations to make, how long to make them for and the type of simple equipment that might be used 

• Begin to look for naturally occurring patterns and relationships and decide what data to collect to identify them 

• Take accurate measurements using standard units learn how to use a range of (new) equipment, such as data loggers / thermometers appropriately 

• Collect and record data from their own observations and measurements in a variety of ways: notes, bar charts and tables, standard units, drawings, labelled 
diagrams, keys and help to make decisions about how to analyse this data 

Recording data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and line graphs 
reporting and presenting findings from enquiries, including conclusions, causal relationships and explanations of and degree of trust in results, in oral and written forms 
such as displays and other presentations, identifying scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or arguments. 

• Set up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair test 

• Recognise when a simple fair test is necessary and help to decide how to set it up 

• Talk about criteria for grouping, sorting and classifying; and use simple keys 

• Recognise when and how secondary sources (books, internet) might help them to answer questions that cannot be answered through practical investigations 



• I carry out fair tests with some help, recognising and explaining what makes them fair. 
 

Using test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests 

• With help, pupils should look for changes, patterns, similarities and differences in their data in order to draw simple conclusions and answer questions 

•  Use relevant simple scientific language to discuss their ideas and communicate their findings in ways that are appropriate for different audiences, including oral 
and written explanations, displays or presentations of results and conclusions 

• With support, they should identify new questions arising from the data, making predictions for new values within or beyond the data they have collected and 
finding ways of improving what they have already done. 
Suggest improvements to their work. 

Art 
Create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 
improve their mastery of art and design techniques including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials (for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay) 

• Experiment with a wider range of materials 

• Develop artistic/visual vocabulary to discuss work 

• Begin to suggest improvements to own work 

• Present work in a variety of ways 

• Work in stages using different materials for particular effects. 

• Make some independent decisions about colour. 

• Begin to understand and identify complementary colours and warm and cool colours. 

• Control brushes and materials with confidence. 

• Adopt a systematic approach when mixing and applying colour. 
Computing 

• E safety – to use technology safely 

• To recognise what is safe for me 

• To understand safety features of websites 

• To report any concerns, I have to a trusted person 
Music 
Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music use and understand staff and other musical notations  

• Explore pitched instruments in their composition. 

• Question and answer games with partner using tuned/unturned instruments.  

• Create rhythmic patterns using symbols. Use layers of sound in composition.  

• Compose piece with beginning and end Song writing – rap. 

• Perform and record performance for evaluation 
RSE 
My relationships – to recognise a wide range of relationships, including the attributes of positive, healthy relationships 



• To know what a relationship is and the different types of relationships that people enjoy 

• To identify the different types of relationships that they are in 

• To consider ways people show that they care for each other within a relationship 
My rights and responsibilities – to understand that we have the right to protect our bodies from unwanted touch 

• To know that is is our right to decide who can touch our bodies 

• To think about the reasons why some people may need to touch our bodies 

• To know how to respond if someone touches our body without our permission 
 
RE 
Christianity-  

To retell Bible stories when miracles may have happened and question whether Jesus really did perform miracles – could Jesus really heal people?Were 

these miracles or is there some other explanation?To recall events in the Easter story and understand why Jesus’ crucifixion symbolises hope for 

Christians – What is ‘good’ about Good Friday? 

 

Lesson Subject/s Learning Objective Lesson Subject/s Learning Objective 

1 Geography To understand what is meant by a natural 
disaster 
 

13 Science Investigate, discover and classify the 

different components of soil 

Gather evidence on how different soils can 

vary and suggest reasons for this 

2 Geography To use maps to locate volcanoes and 
earthquakes around the world and think about 
the impact they have on these locations 

 

14 RE To retell Bible stories when miracles may 

have happened and question whether Jesus 

really did perform miracles – could Jesus 

really heal people? 

Were these miracles or is there some other 

explanation 



3 Geography To describe and understand key aspect of 

physical geography in the context of volcanoes 
15 RE To recall events in the Easter story and 

understand why Jesus’ crucifixion 

symbolises hope for Christians – What is 

‘good’ about Good Friday 

4 Geography To describe and understand key aspects of 

physical geography in the context of 

earthquakes 

16 Music Exploring the pitched instruments and 

composing an ostinato 

5 Geography To understand the impact following an 

earthquake 
17 Music Learn about the genre of rap and it’s links to 

poetry as well as the ostinatos explored in 

the previous lesson 

6 Art To learn about Andy Warhol 

To learn the background concerning the 

Andy Warhol Vesuvius painting – look at 

painting in more detail 

18 Music Compose a rap with accompaniment  

7 Art To learn about techniques in screen 

painting and begin to sketch own version of 

Vesuvius painting 

19 Music  Perform and record raps for whole class – 

give constructive thoughts and evaluations 

8 Art To experiment with colour mixing and begin 

to create their own version using the 

sketches made in previous lesson 

20 Computing E safety – how can we keep safe online and 

what can you do if you feel unsafe? 

9 Art To evaluate their work and those of their 

peers 
21 RSE Who is responsible for keeping them healthy 

and safe? 

10 Science Observe rocks closely and discover that 

they have different qualities and features 
22 RSE Resolving differences and respecting 

another’s views 



11 Science To understand that rocks are formed in 3 

different ways and devise comparative tests 

for rocks, record and evaluate observations 

and results 

   

12 Science Use knowledge of the properties of rocks to 

determine why particular rocks were 

selected for different tasks 

   

 


