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Key Vocabulary
Country
Continent
Equator
Ocean
Aerial Photograph
Environment
Food chain
Habitat

Key Facts, pictures and diagrams
Layers of a rainforest

The Amazon is the world’s
largest tropical rainforest.
Covering over 5.5 million square
kilometres, it’s so big that the UK
and Ireland would fit into it 17
times!

A nation with its own government, occupying a particular territory. Found within a continent.
A large expanse of land. There are 7 continents in the world.
The Equator is an imaginary circle around Earth. It divides Earth into two equal par and appears on maps.
A very large expanse of sea. There are 5 oceans in the world.
A photo of part of the world taken from an aircraft.
All the physical surroundings on Earth are called the environment
A series of plants and animals that rely on each other as a source of food/energy.
The natural home or environment of an animal or plant.

Carnivore

An animal that only eats other animals.

Herbivore

An animal that only eats plants.

Omnivore

An animal that eats both plants and other animals.

Henri Rousseau – ‘Tiger in a
Tropical Storm, (Surprised!)’

The Amazon has an incredibly rich
ecosystem – there are around 40,000
plant species, 1,300 bird species, 3,000
types of fish, 430 mammals and a
whopping 2.5 million different insects.
Wow!

Key Questions
Why is the Amazon
Rainforest important?

The Amazon rainforest provides a habitat to thousands of plants, birds, fish, mammals and insects and a large
proportion of these cannot be found anywhere else on the earth. It’s trees produce more than 20% of the world’s
oxygen. It is also home to between 400-500 tribes of people.

Where is Brazil and what
language do the people
there speak?

Brazil is the largest country in the continent of South America. The main language spoken in Brazil is Portuguese.

How big is Brazil?

Brazil is the fifth largest country in the world by both land area and population. It even covers 3 different time zones!

How can you tell if
something is living?

All living things (both plants and animals) have 7 life processes. These are; movement, the ability to reproduce itself,
sensitivity to the world around it, get or make food by a process called nutrition, excretion (get rid of waste),
respiration (breathe/release energy) and grow. These spell out MRS NERG to help you remember them.

What is the capital city of
Brazil?

The capital city of Brazil is Brasilia, while the largest city is Sao Paulo. Other major cities include Rio de Janeiro,
Salvador and Fortaleza.

Who was Henri Rousseau?

Henri Rousseau was a French painter who was born on 21 May 1844 and died 2 September 1910. He never visited a
rainforest but painted a series of rainforest pictures. One of the most famous is called ‘Tiger in a tropical storm
(Surprised!)’

Example of a rainforest food chain
Green plants
(producer)

Agouti – herbivore

Jaguar – carnivore

(primary consumer)

(secondary consumer)

